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method adopted by our Minister of Foreign Affairs in
his relations with the Sovereign.
We have seen that Count Lamsdorff, who succeeded
Count Mouravieff in 1900, improved upon this method,
and carried his self-effacement so far as to remain at his
post even when he ceased virtually to exercise his func-
tions and the Emperor decided the most important
questions of his department with the help of M. Bezo-
brazoff and his band.
To close the list of Ministers who contributed towards
the formation of the Emperor's character I have only
to add the name of M. Plehve, who succeeded M. Sipia-
guine as Minister of the Interior. We now have to do
with a personage of much greater calibre. Endowed
with remarkable intelligence and a strong will, he pur-
sued untiringly his objects, which were to strengthen
the autocratic power and the system of bureaucratic
centralization. He was a veritable incarnation of the
police system, carried to its highest degree, and was
absolutely unscrupulous in the choice of his methods,
some of which were of the most surprising nature. He
it was who organized, with the help of a certain Zubatoff,
the workmen's associations, whose duty it was to combat
the influence of the Socialists by resorting to the same
means as were employed by the latter. In other words,
they*were to organize strikes, which, however, were
secretly directed by the police. He must also be credited
with having fathered the police system of using two-
faced agents, who served the Government and the
terrorists at one and the same time. One of the most
notorious of these agents, Azeff, was unmasked by the
Russian publicist, M. Bourtzeff. M. Plehve himself
ended by being a victim of this astonishing organiza-
tion* for he perished in the course of a plot in